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1. YOUR JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE TO ST. MARY’S MULBERRY STREET

Welcome pilgrims! 

Why are we calling you “Pilgrims?”




Because a pilgrim is someone who transforms their faith from a private feeling deep inside into a wonderful journey of discovery! Pilgrims launch themselves out into the unknown, leaving behind all that separates them from God and journey towards somewhere sacred. Eventually, they pass through a "Holy Door" into a beautiful place to have a powerful, new sort of encounter with God which will make them feel specially connected with Him.




  HOLY DOOR OF                                                                                                                                                                         THE HIDDEN GEM:





After their pilgrimages, pilgrims return home. But they feel quite different. They feel happier and more peaceful. Above all they feel their friendship with God has become so strong that they want to serve Him in their daily lives.  

 The first service they do for Him is to become a sign of "Hope" to their families and friends. They do this by bringing God back home with them in their hearts.

Did you know that as pilgrims, you're entitled to use the traditional pilgrim greeting? 

"Onwards and Upwards!"

This is how the walking pilgrims on the 500-mile Camino pilgrimage in Spain greet one another on their way to the tomb of St. James. 

Why those words? 

Because, like you, they are travelling in the "double way" of a pilgrim: horizontally onwards along the road, (as you did along the motorway in your coach,) and at the same time vertically upwards in your heart towards God in Heaven.

Why is Pope Francis inviting us to be pilgrims this year, 2025? 

Because this is a Jubilee Year to mark the 2025th anniversary of the birth of Our Lord.
 
So you are the ‘Jubilee Vanguard,’ leading the way, the trail blazers! Today you are passing through the Holy Door of St. Mary’s Mulberry Street and what you are to see within these doors is absolutely magnificent! 

We can go to so many stunning historical places these days. There is even a tour inside Buckingham Palace but only when King Charles is away, not when he is living there. 

But within St. Mary’s doors lives a much greater king, the "King of Kings" who is always in residence here. So we must be very respectful, very reverent and keep in mind that we’re stepping onto “Holy Ground,” visiting a sacred place where Jesus Himself stays at home on earth for us in the Blessed Sacrament.

2. THE HISTORY

Have you heard of the Tudor King, Henry V111? In 1534, he made life very hard for Catholics by announcing that he was to be the Head of the Church instead of the Pope. If anyone disagreed with this, he got very nasty indeed. He often had people killed for daring to choose the Pope over him! 



  HENRY V111                                                                                                 1491-1547





Even after all the Tudors had died out, life continued to be tough for Catholics. King Henry had ordered all our churches to be taken away from us and we couldn’t build any new ones for 200 years.

Notice the date 1794 on the entrance plaque. 1794 is 260 years after Henry V111 and something has actually improved for Catholics! We had a new King, George 111, from a German family called the Hanoverians. Some people weren’t very pleased about him not being English, but Pope Clement X1V made friends with him and supported his claim to the throne. So in return, King George let us build our own churches again and St. Mary’s was one of the first! However, no tall steeple was allowed and no bells permitted to ring!

                                                                    


                                                                 KING GEORGE 111:                                                                                   
                                                                         1738-1820





In1794, this area was a wretched place full of filthy slums. Nevertheless, St. Mary’s first priest, Father Rowland Broomhead, deliberately chose this site for his church in order to serve the very poorest people, naming it St. Mary’s after Our Blessed Lady who lived in poverty all her life. When they watched it rising up, brick by brick, they must have wondered what style it would be.
 
Unfortunately, just 41 years later, the church collapsed and had to be rebuilt. When it finally re-opened in 1848, a steeple and bells were now allowed! At last, a breathtakingly beautiful church for Manchester’s Catholics was open! This brings us to:

3. THE ARCHITECTURE (the style of the building)

The title: “Hidden Gem” for St. Mary’s goes back to Cardinal Vaughn in 1872. People think he was referring to all the tall buildings crowding up around St. Mary’s and hiding it, much more than they do today. Actually, he was referring to the glorious sights inside.
 
He said: “No matter on what side of the church you look, you behold a hidden gem!”


        CARDINAL VAUGHN:                                                         1832-1903




From then on, however, the title: “Hidden Gem” stuck for the whole church not just for the wonderful objects inside it.

 Learning a lesson from the collapse of the 1794 church, this new St. Mary’s was built and decorated in strong caen stone from France and the finest coloured marble from Italy. Using these materials, the designers let their imaginations conjure up an amazing blend of different architectural styles. Their ideas came from the most striking churches and temples built over many centuries of history, long before 1794. 

 I wonder how many of these styles you can spot? Here are some clues:

[bookmark: _Hlk192100044]ROMANESQUE STYLE: This ancient style dates back to the style of Ancient Rome from 800 years before Jesus was born, which is over two and a half thousand years ago. The Romans used different colours of marble to make beautiful patterns on walls and on their tall columns.  The 19th century builders have copied this very old style to decorate the High Altar and side altars. It must have made the first worshippers feel as though they had gone back in time to Ancient Rome! 

EXAMPLE OF                                                                                                                                      ROMANESQUE STYLE:






 


[bookmark: _Hlk192100059]BYZANTINE STYLE:  This more than a thousand-year-old style began when the Roman Emperor Constantine became a Christian in 312 AD. He moved the capital of the Roman empire from Rome to Byzantium and called it Constantinople. Today we call it Istanbul which is in Turkey. In that country there were magnificent domes and very ornamental columns. In the church’s interior, you will see many ways in which the Byzantine style has been copied.


EXAMPLE OF                                                                                                                                   BYZANTINE STYLE:  








NORMAN STYLE: This style was brought over by King William the Conqueror in 1066. The Norman were very good builders and as well as building many castles, they built churches and cathedrals with semi-circular arches. The semi-circular arches in St. Mary’s are a copy of the Norman style.




EXAMPLE OF                                                                                                                                        NORMAN STYLE:

 



[bookmark: _Hlk192100104]GOTHIC STYLE: This is a copy of the medieval style which lasted from the Norman time until the year 1500 (which is Henry V111’s time.) We recognise this style by its stained-glass windows and elegant pointed arches. It is wonderful how the Hidden Gem’s pointed Gothic arches and semicircular Norman-style arches blend together to make a unique kaleidoscope of historical beauty!


EXAMPLE  OF                                                                                                                                               GOTHIC STYLE:







4. THE STATUES

Manchester’s St. Mary’s, the “Hidden Gem,” is full of stunning statues! 

Jesus as “Christ The King” is standing in the centre of the main altar, Our Lady and St. Joseph on either side, in their own alcoves.






















On the left of the main altar, in the “Pieta Chapel,” is a beautiful statue showing a deeply sad Our Lady holding her dead son just after his crucifixion. This statue reminds us of the world’s most famous “Pieta” statue by Michelangelo in Rome. 














[bookmark: _Hlk189514934]On the right of the main altar is the Shrine to Our Lady of Manchester.  On either side of Our Lady’s statue are two carved scenes from her life:
1. When she was presented in the temple by her parents as a little girl.                      2. When she gave birth to Jesus in the Bethlehem stable.











In front, notice the 14th Century Medieval Baptismal Font which is not a Victorian copy of an older style. It was actually made 700 years ago!

There are so many images of saints and angels filling this magnificent church.

Can you spot St. Stephen, St. Patrick, St. Peter on the left of the High Altar and St. John, St.Hilda of Whitby and St. Augustine on the right? They are each holding something which gives you a clue about what they did for God. 

Beside the Pieta Chapel is a Sacred Heart statue and near the Shrine of Our Lady of Manchester you will see statues of St. Anthony of Padua and St. Thérèse of Lisieux. 

As well as depicting Jesus, these statues represent important saints who are our friends in Heaven. When we have a little word with them, they pass our prayers straight to God in a powerful way.

How many angels can you spot? There are so many! Visitors struggle to count them as they always seem to miss a little one hiding in a small crevice somewhere.

Most importantly, you cannot miss the beautiful crucifix on the left column at the front. It reminds us that Jesus sacrificed his life out of love for us all.

5. THE PAINTINGS

You can’t fail to notice fourteen amazing “expressionist” style paintings created by Norman Adams in 1994. These are the most modern images in the church. Their subject is the “Stations of the Cross,” fourteen stages on Our Lord’s journey to his death on Calvary and are considered by world-experts to be masterpieces of late 20th century art.




    BY NORMAN ADAMS                                                           1927-2005








Nevertheless, some people say they don’t like them, thinking that their purpose is to be liked, as the other beautiful images in the church are liked. But they are not meant to be liked in that comfortable way.  Expressionist artists don’t show you the outward scene, like photographs of what your eyes would have seen. Instead, their purpose is to “express” what no eyes could ever see: the painful hidden feelings happening inside Jesus during his cruel treatment and his death. Perhaps just focus on one of them and thank Our Lord for all He suffered for our sakes.

6. THE WORDS

There are many important words carved around the Hidden Gem, mostly in Latin but some in English.

Look down at the entrance porch to see the beautiful mosaic inscription “Ave Maria” which means “Hail Mary” in Latin.












Look above the entrance at the exquisite carved medallion of the Paschal Lamb of God. The words mean: “Let us go up the mountain of the Lord and worship Him in His holy place.”

Inside, look up very high to see a frieze of Latin words bordering the ceiling which are from Our Lady’s great prayer the “Magnificat,” where she exclaims: “My soul magnifies the Lord.”

Look closely at the “Pieta.” Below it some words are carved in English. They express Our Lady’s heartbreak as she holds her dead son: “All ye who pass by, look and see if there be sorrow, like unto my sorrow.”

7. A FAMOUS PILGRIM SONG

Now that you are pilgrims, maybe your teacher will let you hear this stirring pilgrim song on You Tube. You might like to sing it. (It was Winston Churchill’s favourite hymn and was sung at his funeral in 1965.)

 He Who Would Valiant Be
Text: P. Dearmer 1867-1936
Music: Traditional melody Monks Gate

He who would valiant be ’gainst all disaster,
Let him in constancy follow the Master.
There’s no discouragement shall make him once relent
His first avowed intent to be a pilgrim.

Who so beset him round with dismal stories
Do but themselves confound - his strength the more is.
No foes shall stay his might; though he with giants fight,
He will make good his right to be a pilgrim.

Since, Lord, thou dost defend us with thy Spirit,
We know we at the end, shall life inherit.
Then fancies flee away! I’ll fear not what men say,
I’ll labour night and day to be a pilgrim.

 

 
SKETCH OF THE                                                                              By: L.S. LOWRY                                                                                                                                     HIDDEN GEM                                                                                          1887-1976
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