16th July 2025
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents and carers
We have been asked by the local authority to share the following
Pupils currently in receipt of income-related Free School Meals (FSM) will not need to reapply for the 2025/2026 academic year. This includes pupils moving from Year 6 to secondary school.
This is due to the government’s extension of transitional protection, which secures FSM entitlement for an additional 12 months, regardless of any changes in family circumstances. It is anticipated that this protection will end ahead of the 2026/2027 academic year, at which point all FSM claims will be reviewed.
 
Important: This protection does not apply to claims made as an asylum seeker or those with no recourse to public funds.
🔗 More information: www.salford.gov.uk/transitional-protection
For New Applicants:
 
Families whose children are not currently receiving FSM please can you encourage them to check their eligibility and apply online:
🔗 Apply here: www.salford.gov.uk/fsm

