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The Cathedral School of St Peter and St John

Growing together within God’s loving family we support, challenge and inspire each other to become the best that we can be.

Charging and Remissions Policy
This policy is reviewed regularly by The Governing Board to ensure it reflects current legislation and supports equality of access for all pupils.
1. Introduction

This Charging and Remissions Policy informs parents, carers and staff about charges and voluntary contributions for school activities. It has been written in accordance with the Education Act 1996 (sections 449–462) and current Department for Education guidance on charging for school activities.

The school is committed to ensuring that all pupils have full access to the curriculum and that no child is excluded from an activity because of their family’s financial circumstances.

1.1 Free Education

All education provided during school hours is free of charge. This includes activities that take place during the school day and are part of the National Curriculum.

The school does not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, with the exception of individual or group music tuition that is not required as part of the National Curriculum.

2. Voluntary Contributions
2.1 Educational Visits and Activities

When organising educational visits or activities that enrich the curriculum and educational experience of pupils, the school may invite parents and carers to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of the activity.

All contributions are voluntary. No pupil will be excluded from an activity or treated differently if their parents or carers are unable or unwilling to make a contribution.

If insufficient voluntary contributions are received, the school may decide to cancel the activity. Parents and carers will be informed of this in advance where possible.

2.2 Participation and Funding

Where an activity goes ahead, it may include pupils whose parents or carers have not made a contribution. The school may subsidise activities to ensure inclusion where appropriate.

Parents and carers have the right to request information about how an educational visit or activity is funded.

2.3 Optional Extras

The school may charge for optional extras, which are activities that fall outside the National Curriculum and take place wholly or mainly outside school hours. Charges will not exceed the actual cost of providing the activity, divided by the number of pupils participating. The charge will not include any element of subsidy for other pupils.

Examples of optional extras may include, but are not limited to:

· visits to museums or places of interest outside school hours

· sporting activities that require transport or external providers

· outdoor adventure activities

· visits to the theatre

· residential trips or visits abroad

· musical events or performances

This list is not exhaustive.

2.4 Activities Organised by External Providers

The school may permit external organisations to provide activities on school premises during or outside school hours. Where these organisations operate independently of the school or the local authority, they may charge parents directly. Participation in such activities is optional.

2.5 Charging for Non-National Curriculum Activities

The school may charge for activities that are not part of the National Curriculum and are not required to be provided free of charge by law. Any such charges will be communicated clearly to parents in advance.

2.6 Damage to School Property

Parents may be asked to contribute towards the cost of replacing or repairing school property that has been damaged, defaced or lost as a result of wilful or negligent behaviour by their child.

3. Residential Visits

The school will not charge for:

· education provided on any visit that takes place during school hours

· education provided on any visit that takes place outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum

· the cost of supply teachers required to cover for staff accompanying pupils on visits

The school may charge for board and lodging on residential visits, provided that the charge does not exceed the actual cost.

3.1 Remissions

Parents and carers will be exempt from charges for board and lodging if they are in receipt of qualifying benefits that make their child eligible for free school meals, including:

· Income Support

· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

· Child Tax Credit (provided the family is not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and income does not exceed the statutory threshold)

· Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for four weeks after ceasing to qualify)

· Universal Credit, subject to current income thresholds

The school will apply the most up-to-date eligibility criteria in line with government guidance.

4. Music Tuition
4.1 Curriculum Music

All pupils receive music education as part of the school curriculum. No charge is made for this provision.

4.2 Instrumental and Vocal Tuition

The school may charge for individual or small-group instrumental or vocal tuition provided by peripatetic teachers where this tuition is not part of the National Curriculum.

Charges are made in accordance with the Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007. Remissions may apply in line with the school’s agreed criteria, and details are provided to parents at the start of each academic year.

5. Swimming

The school provides swimming lessons for pupils in Year 4 as part of the National Curriculum. These lessons take place during school hours and are provided free of charge.

The school may request a voluntary contribution towards transport costs associated with swimming lessons. No pupil will be excluded from swimming lessons if a contribution is not made.

Parents will be informed in advance of swimming arrangements, and written consent will be requested.
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