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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery 

Nursery Rhymes 
Developing awareness of self and others 

 
Recognising similarities and differences 

between people 
 

Beginning to understand “where I belong” 
(home, school) 

 
Night and Day 

 
Observing seasonal change (Autumn/Winter) 

 
Exploring weather and daily patterns 

 

It’s Cold Out There 
 

Exploring seasonal change (winter) in the local 
environment 

 
Beginning to understand that some places are 

hot and some are cold 
 

Developing early awareness of the wider world 
 

New Life 
 

Understanding that the world is made up of 
different places 

Beginning awareness of other countries and 
cultures 

 

What’s in the Garden? 
Early map skills through stories and play 

Understanding physical features 
 

People Who Helps Us 
 

Understanding roles in the local environment 
 

Linking people to places and jobs 
 

Reception 

Let’s explore 
 

This project teaches children about the 
environments that they share with others, 

including their homes, school and places in the 
local community. 

 

Long Ago 
 

This project teaches children about how they 
have grown and changed since they were 

babies and how life in the past was different 
from today. 

 
Ready, Steady, Grow 

This project teaches children about food and 
farming and explores themes, including where 

food comes from, what plants and animals 
need to grow and survive and what constitutes 

a healthy lifestyle. 
 

Animal Safari 
 

This project teaches children about the 
animals that live around the world, how to look 
after animals and the importance of caring for 

our local and global environments. 
 
 

Year 1 

Our Wonderful World 
 

This essential skills and knowledge project 
teaches children about physical and human 

features, maps, cardinal compass points, and 
positional and directional language. They learn 

about the equator, hemispheres and 
continents and are introduced to the countries, 

 
Bright Lights, Big City 

 
This project teaches children about the 

physical and human characteristics of the 
United Kingdom, including a detailed 

exploration of the characteristics and features 
of the capital city, London. 
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capital cities and settlements of the United 
Kingdom. The children carry out simple 

fieldwork to find out about local physical and 
human features. 

Year 2 

 
Let’s Explore the World 

 
 

This essential skills and knowledge project 
teaches children about atlases, maps and 

cardinal compass points. They learn about the 
characteristics of the four countries of the 

United Kingdom and find out why there are 
hot, temperate and cold places around the 

world. They also compare England to Somalia. 
Children carry out fieldwork, collecting primary 

data in their locality to answer geographical 
questions. 

 

Coastline – Lytham St Annes 
 
 

This project teaches children about the 
physical and human features of coastal 

regions across the United Kingdom, including 
a detailed exploration of the coastal town of 

Whitby, in Yorkshire. 

Year 3 

One Planet, Our World 
 

This essential skills and knowledge project 
teaches children to locate countries and cities, 
and use grid references, compass points and 
latitude and longitude. They learn about the 
layers of the Earth and plate tectonics and 
discover the five major climate zones. They 
learn about significant places in the United 

Kingdom and carry out fieldwork to discover 
how land is used in the locality 

 
 

Rocks, Relics and Rumbles 
 

This project teaches children about the 
features and characteristics of Earth's layers, 
including a detailed exploration of volcanic, 

tectonic and seismic activity. 
 

 

Year 4 

 
Interconnected World 

 
This essential skills and knowledge project 
teaches children about compass points and 

four and six-figure grid references. They learn 
about the tropics and the countries, climates 

and culture of North and South America. 
Children identify physical features in the 

United Kingdom and learn about the National 

Misty Mountains, Winding Rivers 
 

This project teaches children about the 
characteristics and features of rivers and 

mountain ranges around the world, including a 
detailed exploration of the ecosystems and 

processes that shape them and the land 
around them. 
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Rail and canal networks. They conduct an 
enquiry to prove a hypothesis, gathering data 

from maps and surveys before drawing 
conclusions. 

 

Year 5 

Investigating Our World 
 

This project teaches children to develop 
practical map skills and an understanding of 

the UK and the wider world, including 
interpreting OS maps, grid references, 

compass points, and contour lines, as well as 
exploring land use, climate zones, biomes, 

and the human geography of different 
continents. 

 

Sow, Grow and Farm 
 

This project teaches children about the 
features and characteristics of land use in 

agricultural regions across the world, including 
a detailed exploration of significant 

environmental areas. 
 

 

Year 6 

Our Changing World 
 

This project teaches children about global 
geography and advanced mapping 

techniques, including latitude and longitude, 
time zones, and using maps of different 

scales, while investigating climate change, 
extreme weather, trade, natural resource 

management, and patterns of human 
settlement through fieldwork and data 

analysis. 
 

Frozen Kingdom 
 

This project teaches children about the 
characteristics and features of polar regions, 

including the North and South Poles, and 
includes a detailed exploration of the 

environmental factors that shape and influence 
them. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


