[bookmark: welcome-to-the-new-school-year]Welcome to The Cathedral School of St Peter and St John RC Primary – September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is with great joy and a real sense of privilege that I begin this new school year as Headteacher of our wonderful school. Having been part of our school community for the past 19 years, including many years as Deputy Headteacher, I feel incredibly fortunate to know our children, families and staff so well and to have shared in so many special moments along the way.
Our school is a very special place, rooted in our Catholic faith and built on strong relationships, a caring community and a genuine commitment to helping every child flourish. As we begin this new chapter together, my priority is to build on the many strengths of our school, while continuing to look for ways in which we can grow, improve and provide the very best opportunities for every child. I look forward to working closely with our children, families, staff, governors and parish community as we continue to grow together within God’s loving family.


We are really looking forward to seeing you all again this Thursday 3rd September. I hope you have all had a lovely Summer with friends and family. There are a few bits of information below that will hopefully be useful to you are we return to school. 
Children – we hope you have had a great Summer and are ready for school – we have lots of exciting things planned for you!
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Kitchen Renovation and Temporary Catering Arrangements
We are delighted to share some exciting news about our school facilities. As part of our ongoing commitment to providing the very best environment for our children, we are undertaking a complete refit of our school kitchen.
This significant investment will provide a modern, high-quality kitchen with state-of-the-art, energy-efficient cooking equipment and an improved layout. Once complete, this will enable our catering team to prepare and serve fresh, nutritious meals even more efficiently in a modern and hygienic environment.
Although we had hoped that the work could be completed during the summer holidays, unfortunately this was not possible. The renovation will therefore take place during the first half of the Autumn term.
The safety of our pupils and staff is our absolute priority. A number of measures have been put in place to ensure that the school continues to operate safely and smoothly throughout the works:
· Secure working area: The construction area will be completely sealed off from the rest of the school, and pupils will not have access to this area at any time.
· Safe deliveries: Contractor vehicles and material deliveries will take place via the rear of the school, away from pupil and parent access. Deliveries and contractor movements will be carefully planned to minimise any impact on drop-off and collection times.
· Vetted contractors: All contractors working on site have the appropriate checks in place and will follow our school health and safety procedures.
Although the school kitchen will be temporarily closed while the work takes place, school meals will continue to be available every day.
Our catering provider, CityWide, will continue to provide hot meals for children who have a school dinner. Meals will be prepared at an alternative kitchen and transported safely to school, ready to be served.
You will still need to order your child’s meal through SchoolGrid by 8.30am each morning. However, we would strongly recommend ordering meals in advance, either for the week or, if possible, for the whole half term.
Children who prefer to bring a packed lunch from home may continue to do so as normal.
We are very grateful for your patience and understanding while these works take place. We are looking forward to seeing the finished kitchen and the benefits this investment will bring to our children and our school community.
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Good communication between home and school is an important part of a successful partnership. When we work together and share information effectively, we are better able to support our children to be happy, healthy and ready to learn.
SCHOOL TO HOME:
Before the summer, we introduced our new school communication app, Juniper. This will be our main method of communication with families moving forward.
Please make sure that you have downloaded the app and are able to receive notifications. We will continue to use email where appropriate, but we ask that you check Juniper regularly so that you don’t miss important messages, reminders or updates from school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have not received an invite to join the app please contact the school office.
HOME TO SCHOOL:
You can communicate with your child’s class teacher via their Home School Reading Journal or contact the main school office by email or phone, or call in to see us.
INSTAGRAM:
I am delighted to share that we are launching a new school Instagram account, where we will share updates, celebrations, school events and some of the wonderful learning and experiences taking place across school. Keep checking Juniper app for more information on this.
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Meet the Teacher Events
[bookmark: uniform]We are delighted to invite you to our Meet the Teacher events at the beginning of the new school year. These sessions will provide an opportunity to meet your child’s new class teacher, find out more about the curriculum and learning for the year ahead, and hear about important dates, routines and expectations. There will be opportunity to ask any questions you may have and to find out how you can support your child’s learning at home. Dates to follow.

Uniform
We look forward to seeing all the children in their smart uniforms on Thursday this week.
We have a selection of good-quality pre-loved uniform available from school, and we are very happy to provide this to families who would find it helpful—please feel comfortable speaking to us if this would help you.
Please make sure that every item of your child’s clothing, including PE kit, is clearly labelled with their name. This makes it much easier for lost items to be returned to their owners.
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The Importance of Attending School Every Day
We know that every school day matters. Regular attendance gives your child the best possible opportunity to learn, make progress, build friendships and feel a valued part of our school family.
Being in school every day, wherever possible, helps children to develop positive routines and ensures that they don’t miss important learning, experiences and opportunities to spend time with their friends. Even occasional absences can mean missing key parts of a sequence of learning, while frequent absence can make it more difficult for children to keep up.
We therefore ask all families to make regular attendance a priority and to support your child in developing positive attendance habits from the very beginning of their school journey.
This expectation also applies to children in Nursery and Reception who may not yet be of compulsory school age. By choosing a full-time, term-time place for your child, you are making a commitment to regular attendance and we ask that you support your child to attend every day.
If you have any concerns or difficulties that may affect your child’s attendance, please speak to us. We are here to work with you and support you.
Thank you for helping us to ensure that every child has the opportunity to learn, flourish and grow together within God’s loving family.

Health Care
If you are aware your child has a health condition that requires medication (including rescue medication in an emergency) please contact the school office to complete an Individual Healthcare Plan with a member of staff. This includes allergies and asthma where emergency medication has been prescribed for your child. It is a legal requirement for a plan to be in place at school.

Equipment
Your child needs to bring a water bottle to school each day. They are also expected to bring their reading book each day. Homework will be set on a Friday and handed in on a Tuesday. Children should use a book bag daily and small drawstring bag for PE. Children in Year 5 and 6 only are welcome to bring their own bag/rucksack if they wish. We will give children all the stationary they need so they do not need to bring their own pencils, pencil cases etc. 

Birthdays
We love celebrating birthdays with our children and helping them to make their special day feel extra special! Children are very welcome to come to school in non-uniform on their birthday, or on the closest school day if their birthday falls during a weekend or school holiday.
If you would like your child to share a birthday treat with their classmates, we kindly ask that these are individual cupcakes or small, individually wrapped packets of sweets. This makes it easy for children to share their treats with their friends and ensures that celebrations can take place simply and smoothly. For safety reasons, candles cannot be lit in classrooms.
Thank you for helping us to make birthday celebrations happy, simple and special for everyone! 
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I wish all of our children and families a very happy start to the new school year. I hope it will be a year filled with faith, learning, friendship, achievement and joy.

With every good wish,
Mrs Campbell
Headteacher
